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Address 
Wingate Community Nursery School 
Partridge Terrace 
Wingate 
Co. Durham 
TS28 5BD 

 
Telephone number   
01429 838206 
 
Email address 
wingate.nursery@durhamlearning.net 

 
Times 
Morning session    
8.30 – 11.30 a.m. 
 
Afternoon session 
12.30 – 3.30 p.m.  

 
Waiting List 
Parents can put a child’s name on the waiting list for a place at the 
beginning of the school year in which he or she will be two year’s old, i.e. 
between September and August when they have their second birthday.  
There is no catchment area for nursery schools. 
 
Welcome to your Nursery 
We hope that you will very soon feel that you and your child “belong” here, 
know and understand what Nursery is all about and enjoy the experiences 
which we invite you to share with us.  This booklet gives you a brief insight 
into your Nursery, with basic information we think will be useful for you. 
 
Please feel that myself, and the whole staff team are always here for you if 
you’d like to talk about your child, or Nursery, to ask any questions or discuss 
any problems. 
 
 
Becky Wood 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At Wingate we believe strongly in equal opportunities for all children, and 
being resourced with additional staff (SEN Outreach Workers), we are able 
to support the inclusion of all children with additional needs, both in our 
nursery and in nursery settings within our ‘Community of Learning’. The staff 
are skilful, very experienced educators, who are knowledgeable about 
how children learn, about child development and care, and have a 
passionate commitment to childhood, to the Nursery and its aims.  We work 
closely together as an integrated team. Every child belongs to a smaller 
“Family” group with their “Key Person”, a teacher who will build close, warm 
and supportive relationships within the group. 
 

The Nursery Team: 
 

Headteacher    Becky Wood (SENCO) 
 
Teacher     Nichola Hesslewood 

                          
Early Years Educators   Glynis Riseley 
                                    Adele Chapman 
   Ange Wilkinson  
   Beata Brzezianska 
 
PPA Cover   Karen Bell 
 
Artist Educator   Nicola Balfour 
 
School Cook   Elaine Gibson 
Kitchen Assistant   Jennifer Martindale 
 
Volunteers   Natalie Moyle 
   Pat Marshall 
    
School Secretary   Nicola Nattress  
 
Receptionist   Pat Crick 
 
Cleaning Team                  Ray Jackson (Caretaker) 
         Susan Metcalfe 
            
Early Childhood Consultant Paddy Beels OBE 
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The Governing Body is a keen, enthusiastic and very supportive group of 
people who take their statutory responsibilities for the school very seriously. 
 
Through their regular visits to nursery, they are very familiar with the life of 
the school and its philosophy. They share the whole school vision for 
development and work hard to ensure continuous improvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governing Body 2018/19 
 
Staff    Becky Wood   Headteacher 
    Vicky Evans 
     
Parents   Helen Tovey 
    Sarah McPhie 
    Melissa Frain 
    Richard Egan 
           
Community   Paddy Beels (Chair) 

Phil Barclay 
Glynis Riseley 
Pauline Walker 

      
LA    John Errington 
 
Associates   Dr. Joanne Buntin 
    Carol Gorman 
 

Nursery Pets 
 
We have 2 chickens who need taking care of. Children are 
encouraged to dig for worms to feed to the chickens and collect the 
eggs each day and take them into nursery to use for baking. 
 
We also have 2 guinea pigs, Dave and Pickle. They are herbivores, so 
and adore fresh hay and leafy vegetables.  
 
We have 2 huge fish and a collection of Giant African Land Snails.     
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Our Shared Values 
To guide us in all that we do here at Wingate Nursery, we have a set of 
core Shared Values, that are our reference point for all that we do here. 
These values describe what’s really important to us in our work with our 
children and families. 
 
These are; 

• parents and families are respected and valued 
 

• respect for children and childhood 
 

• well-being, co-operation and team work are valued 
 

• reciprocal relationships between children and adults are vital 
 

• a positive image of children as competent, capable, strong and 
powerful, with enormous potential 

 
• relationships with the whole community and children’s wider 

environment are very important 
 

• the holistic learning climate has a significant impact on children 
 

• playing outdoors and being close to nature is crucial 
 

• to create a “laboratory of possibilities” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6  
 

Right from the start… 
Nursery experience is often a child’s first venture alone into the larger world 
outside the family and the home.  What children experience and learn in 
Nursery can create strong and lasting foundations on which to build in later 
life, so we believe it is essential that these first experiences are of the highest 
quality.  By working in true partnership with parents we aim to provide a 
stimulating, challenging environment which is a warm, friendly extension of 
home, where children and adults can explore, have fun, play, talk and 
learn together, developing as happy, confident and independent 
individuals within our community. 
 
In the Nursery, we aim to create a rich, stimulating “learning climate”, the 
most appropriate in which 3 and 4 year olds live and learn. Here they 
receive their entitlement to free 15 hours of Nursery education. 
 
Wraparound time  
Parents can buy extra time for their child over and above the free 15/30 
hours of education. This care is provided by our onsite Childcare Company. 
If parents are interested, please contact Hannah Davison, Childcare 
‘Acting Manager’, who will be happy to provide you with a pack detailing 
the options and the prices.  
 
Comings & Goings  
At first, Nursery may seem a very big, strange place to your young child.  
Please be patient and be prepared to stay for as long as you and the staff 
feel is necessary.  Children only learn when they feel happy and relaxed. 
 
Time spent on really settling in, is time well invested for your child’s security 
and confidence.  Once your children are settled, a quick, definite 
“goodbye” is best, but please reassure them that you will be back soon to 
see what they’ve been doing, and explain what you’ll be doing whilst they 
are at Nursery. 
 
It is really important to collect your children on time – searching the sea of 
faces for your mum or dad, nana or grandad, and finding no-one there 
can be really upsetting when you’re only 3 or 4 years old. 
 
Please ensure that your children are  
brought right into Nursery and  
collected by adults they know and  
who are known to us.  
We use a “password” system  
to ensure children are safe and secure. 
Just Playing? 
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A high-quality nursery education is about much more than colours and 
shapes, numbers and letters.  It’s about learning to be confident, strong 
and curious. It’s about developing children’s natural joy and wonder at the 
world they live in. 
 
It’s about having a positive attitude, forming positive relationships and 
believing in yourself.  If children can learn to “have a go”, learn from 
mistakes and try again, they will succeed in their future learning. 
 
Young children learn by doing things for themselves, by exploring and 
investigating, watching and listening, talking and discussing, creating and 
communicating – in other words playing. 
 
Play is children’s work and playing hard is very tiring!  Your children may be 
really exhausted and perhaps a bit grumpy when they come home – 
please make allowances.   
 
You’ll want to know what your child has been doing for 3 hours. 
 “Don’t know – Nothing – Just playing”, are common replies! 
 
Sometimes children make something,  
draw or paint, so you can see what  
they’ve done.  Often they have  
been very busy learning, but their  
play has nothing to show for it.   
 
Whatever they’ve done, please don’t compare your child with anyone 
else, or put them under any pressure to make something for you - it’s so 
easy to knock their self-esteem. 
 
The Nursery Curriculum 
So, what have they really been doing and how will they learn if they are 
“just playing”? 
Young children learn from everything around them – the people, the 
environment, the atmosphere, the routine, the experiences.  All of these 
elements of the Nursery make up “the nursery curriculum”.  All aspects of 
children’s growth and development are woven together, but it is interesting 
to look at the different areas of learning separately to understand how 
young children learn.   
The Early Years Foundation Stage, EYFS, describes the following areas of 
learning, with 17 ‘Early Learning Goals’ to be aimed for by the end of 
children’s Reception year in school.  
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The EYFS describes 3 “prime areas of learning” – the 3 most important areas 
for all other learning.  
 
These are: 

• personal, social and emotional development 
• physical development 
• communication and language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 4 other “specific areas of learning” are 

• expressive art and design 
• understanding the world 
• literacy 
• mathematics 

 
The most successful ways in which children learn and develop are through 
playing and exploring, learning actively, and creating and thinking 
critically. These are called the “characteristics of effective learning”. 
 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development is about 

• forming meaningful relationships with other children and adults 
• having respect for other people 
• being an individual and also belonging to a community 
• being able to express and cope with your feelings and emotions 
• becoming independent and helping others 
• being able to make choices and taking responsibility 
• developing a sense of fairness, what is right and wrong 
• understanding appropriate behaviour 
• respecting and being able to empathise with others 
• having feelings  of wonder and joy 
• sharing and celebrating festivals, traditions and special occasions. 
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Communication and Language is about 
• developing confidence to be able to  

express your opinions and make your  
own choices 

• talking, listening, discussing and  
recalling experiences in a range of  
different situations 

• being able to describe and explain  
things in your own words, using your  
own ideas 

• listening to stories, anticipating what  
might happen and responding appropriately to the story 

• listening and following instructions, and being able to answer 
questions appropriately. 

 
Physical Development is about 

• developing confidence and  
independence through achievement 

• learning to use tools competently 
• learning co-ordination and control 
• building confidence, stamina, energy  

and strength 
• learning to move in a variety of ways 
• expressing yourself through movement 
• understanding the importance of exercise 
• learning to make healthy choices about food, and taking care of 

ourselves and our healthy body 
 
Expressive Arts and Design is about 

• representing and communicating your thoughts, ideas and feelings in 
a variety of ways e.g. art, music, movement dance, language and 
design and technology 

• expressing yourself through a wide range of media e.g. paint, clay, 
drawing, 3D materials 

• experiencing and enjoying beauty 
• imagining, expressing and creating 
• having original ideas and thoughts 

Literacy Development is about 
• believing in yourself as a reader and writer 

and developing the skills to become one 
• enjoying stories and a wide range of  

reading materials e.g. books, poems, print  
in the environment 
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• learning to recognise letters and the  
sounds they each make 

• learning to make marks and give meanings to those marks. 
 
 
Understanding the World is about  

• exploring the local environment 
• finding out about the past 
• developing an understanding of travelling to  

other places,  
distance and maps 

• using technology – making models in a variety of ways  
• planning, making and designing things 
• exploring and solving problems   
• using I.C.T. for a range of purpose 
• exploring, experimenting and having ideas  
• being curious - wondering why, how, what if? 
• understanding why and how things happen 
• observing carefully and closely 
• experiencing and changing materials 
• sharing the joy of finding things out with  

your friends 
 
 
Mathematics is about 

• appreciating pattern, and relationships in mathematics 
• logical thinking 
• exploring, comparing and describing shapes, quantities, height, etc. 
• finding ways to solve mathematical problems e.g. estimating, 

measuring 
• learning to use and understand mathematical language 
• understanding and using number 
• counting, understanding and using numbers 
• calculating simple addition and subtraction problems 
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What should my child wear for nursery? 
The simple answer to this question is PLAY CLOTHES!  
We don’t have a school uniform and discourage parents from sending 
their children to nursery in smart, uniform type clothes. Young children are 
here to play and that play sometimes can involve becoming quite messy! 
If you want to buy clothes specific for nursery (to save their good clothes) 
then please buy cheap joggers/leggings and t-shirts etc. Our advice is 
please don’t send your child to nursery in special or expensive 
clothes/shoes.  
 
To help us help your child develop greater independence, we ask that 
you; 

• dress them in ‘easy’ clothes to manage. Dungarees, trousers and 
jeans with buttons and fasteners can be difficult for young children 
who are struggling to become independent.   
Jogging bottoms or leggings are much easier to manage. 

• playing can be a very messy business – please dress your child in “play 
clothes” rather than “school uniform” type clothes. These are not 
appropriate for nursery and the things your child will become involved 
in.  

• please don’t send children in typical school shoes/sandals, but rather 
invest in a good pair of trainers/boots with a good sole for climbing, 
digging, jumping etc.  

• encourage your children to dress and undress themselves, even 
though it will take a little longer. Let them take off their coats, hang 
them up and put them on – all by themselves. 

• please clearly name any items of clothing which your child is likely to 
take off at Nursery. 

• If your child needs to be changed for any reason and comes home in 
nursery clothes, we would appreciate them being washed and 
returned as soon as possible. Thank you.    

 
If you feel the need to go out and buy things for nursery, can I advise that 
instead of a uniform, you look to purchase the following; 
 

• warm, waterproof coat 
• gloves  
• warm hat 
• snowboots  
• snowsuit  
• sunhat 
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Partnerships 
When your children come to Nursery school we build on the foundations 
which you have laid and will continue to develop at home within your 
family. You are the most important people in your children’s lives and 
always will be, so we need your help to ensure that your children progress 
and achieve success in reaching their potential. 
 
Once your children are really settled at Nursery, we hope you will be able 
to stay and help from time to time.  Parents and other carers are always 
welcome in Nursery at any time.   
 
You can help in so many different ways – talking with the children, joining 
in activities, sharing books with children, helping them on the computer, 
woodwork, baking, playing games, accompanying us on visits, or helping 
with “jobs” around the Nursery – whatever suits you is great for us. 
The partnership between the family and the nursery staff is crucial to 
children’s happiness, wellbeing and development. 
 
Learning is an all day, every day activity 
We have lots of ways for sharing and extending children’s learning, making 
it a two-way, home-school, continuous experience. 
 

• ‘Friends and Family’ of the Nursery 
“The Group” is everyone who feels they would like to help support the 
Nursery and have fun doing it – parents, grandparents, ex-nursery 
parents, families and friends!  The Group meets to plan fund-raising 
activities, social events and special occasions, or just for a cuppa and a 
chat. The more people involved in fundraising, the more we can give to 
the children. ALL money raised is for the benefit of the children.  

 
• Nursery Library 
You can borrow books from the School Library box anytime – simply 
signing a book out in our Library File. All library books are identified on the 
back with a ‘Wingate Community Nursery School – Library Book’ label.  
Please double check that you are borrowing books that have this label 
on the back. Thank you.  
 
• Book and Playstuff Shop 
The shop is run by parents for parents, to provide carefully chosen books 
and basic play materials at the lowest possible prices.  You can buy small 
quantities of paint, PVA glue, paper, glitter and sequins, as well as 
crayons, glue spreaders, pencils, paint brushes, collage materials, and 
lots more interesting things.  The shop is usually held each half term. 
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• The Allotment 
Our school allotment is a 2 minute walk away from the nursery and is a 
large plot that we will always need support with. So if you are a keen 
gardener or know very little, but are simply interested in learning more 
about ‘growing your own food’, then please let us know. We would love 
to welcome you into our work with children on the allotment.  

 
Healthy Living 
We feel that it is important to promote 
a healthy lifestyle right from the start.   
We encourage children to play  
outdoors with lots of opportunities  
to develop both their bodies and  
their minds. 
 
Snack 
At each session children are offered a  
drink of milk, or chilled water and a  
“snack”, for which we ask for a contribution of £1 per week for children 
accessing 15 hrs a week and £2 a week for those accessing 30 hrs a week.  
 
Snack varies enormously, but is always healthy.  It could be cheese or fruit 
– apples, oranges, bananas, grapes, etc. or raw vegetables – carrots, 
celery, sweet peppers, dips and bread sticks, or the children may make 
sandwiches, toast or warm bread from time to time. Children have their 
own kitchen in nursery, with the opportunity to bake everyday, so your 
weekly contribution also helps to keep their kitchen stocked with 
ingredients for baking.  
 
Your snack contribution is payable to Nicola, our secretary, on a Monday. 
This can be paid weekly, or termly if you prefer.  
 
Outdoor Play 
Playing outdoors is essential for young children, not just for their growing 
bodies, but for the development of their minds too.  Playing outdoors and 
being close to nature is one of our school values. Because of this, children 
have continuous access to the nursery garden where they can spend the 
whole session learning outdoors. Outdoors they have opportunities for 
investigation, exploration, for creative experiences, for working together in 
imaginative play, for sharing and co-operation.  We have waders 
(waterproofs with wellies welded on!) for everyone to wear if the weather 
or their play becomes wet. 
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Nature Garden (allotment) 
In addition to the nursery garden, we have an allotment, only a 2 minute 
walk away from school. Here, the children have opportunities to plant 
seeds in our greenhouse, transfer out into the raised beds and understand 
about the importance of watering and taking care of living plants. There is 
a wild garden with a barrel pond, bug hotel and log pile to search for 
minibeasts. We also have a large cabin on the allotment, providing shelter 
and some indoor space with opportunities for clay, woodwork, paint, 
drawing, block play etc.  
 
Because the allotment adds a different dimension to the learning spaces 
at nursery, we plan for each family group to spend regular, allocated time 
there, with their key person, alongside staff from childcare and a small 
group of younger learners. We will give you more details of this each term.  
 
Your child will be provided with a snowsuit and thermals to wear at the 
allotment – because it is predominantly outdoor learning, experiencing all 
weathers, throughout the seasons. This is what learning in nature is all about. 
You may need to supplement these loaned clothes with boots, hat, gloves 
etc. for your child.    
 
Parents will receive more information about this unique opportunity on their 
visits in September to find out all about it; why we venture ‘in2 nature’ with 
children - the benefits. Parents and grandparents are welcome to join an 
In2Nature support group and become involved in this fantastic learning 
opportunity.    
   
Healthy Teeth  
We try in every way to help children to understand the importance of 
looking after teeth and encourage all our children and families to follow 
our Healthy Teeth Policy. Sweets are discouraged even as birthday treats. 
 
Links and Partnerships 
The Nursery is very much at the heart of the community and enjoys working 
together with other groups to benefit the children and families locally.  We 
work closely with local shops and businesses, with other schools and early 
years providers in the area and with Health and Social Care provision. We 
work in partnership with Wingate and Station Town Family Centre, Wingate 
Community Childcare, the local Child and Family Health Services, and One 
Point County Durham so that together we can offer you Early Years 
Education, Childcare, Parenting Support, Training 
and Baby and child development and care.  
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I am delighted to tell you that the local Co-Op very kindly provide us with 
fresh fruit every day for the children in nursery and childcare to take 
home. We really appreciate this generous offer to families, encouraging 
their children to choose fruit.   
 
A Few Guidelines About Illnesses 
First of all, if children are not well they are better off at home, whatever they 
say!  If you are not sure, check with the Nursery staff. 
 
Sickness and Diarrhoea 
In the case of “tummy upsets” it is vital that children stay at home for at 
least 48 hours after the last incidence of sickness and diarrhoea to prevent 
it spreading to others. 
 
Headlice 
Please check your child’s hair regularly and if you find any signs of headlice 
consult your G.P., treat the whole family, inform the Nursery and keep your 
child at home for at least 24 hours. 
 
Asthma 
Nursery staff need to know if your child has asthma, and if an inhaler is used, 
we need to keep one at school, labelled with your child’s name. You will 
also be asked to complete an Individual Healthcare Plan for your child.  
 
Childhood infectious diseases 
There are lots of common infectious diseases, which your children will 
invariably have at some time, perhaps whilst at Nursery.  Please let us know 
as soon as you suspect an infection, or have a diagnosis, so that we can 
inform other parents.  We can also advise you about the minimum exclusion 
periods 
 
Earache 
Ear, nose and throat infections are very common in young children, but ear 
infections in particular should not be treated lightly as ears can so easily be 
damaged permanently if infections are not treated.  They are also very 
painful and children need to be at home. 
 
Medicines 
As a general rule, children who have been prescribed medicines e.g. 
antibiotics, are recovering from an illness and are probably not well enough 
to come to school.  However, if children are in Nursery all day and need 
medicine, we will administer it once a medical form has been completed 
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and signed. Please do not hesitate to discuss any illness or treatment with 
the staff. 
 
Allergies If your child has an allergy to a food, please let us know. It might 
be that we ask you to provide confirmation from a medic, but will discuss 
this with you as we complete an Individual Healthcare Plan for your child.   
 
And finally … 
At the heart of all that we do at Wingate is a RESPECT for each other – adults 
and children alike. This is borne out by the recognitions 
 

• Investors in People – Silver Award 
• Investors in Children 
• Unicef Rights Respecting School Award 

 
This year with us will fly by so quickly. I would just like to urge you to make 
the most of every opportunity to become involved in life at nursery, to find 
out more about how young children learn and discover the many ways you 
can support your child at home, so that he will not only reach his full 
potential, but go way beyond it! 
 
Happy Days J 
 
 


